 

To Supply chain working group members

Cc National Secretaries

1/ Beef

Market situation: Total production since January was down 2.7% in headage terms compared with 2008. The EU-27 average carcase weight has fallen slightly, by 0.9% from last year. Exports from January to June fell by 16.3% to 115 761 tonnes, with the main destinations being Russia and Croatia. Imports from January to June have risen by 4.3% compared with last year, to 168 178t, with Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay the main importers.

In week 33, the current price for adult male bovines was €309.70 per 100 kilograms, a 4.3% decrease on last year. The price for young bulls has decreased by 2.2% to €312.84/100kg. The current average steer price is down 7.8% at €299.71/100kg. The current price for cows is down 10.2% at €233.24/100kg. The heifer price is down 7.1% at €303.23/100kg. However, the price for male store cattle has risen by 5.9% to €212.66/100kg liveweight. The price for male calves has increased by 11.7% to €183.77 a head and the price for butchers' calves has increased by 11.4% to €488.88/100kg carcase weight.

Export refunds: No proposal.

Import tariff quota for frozen beef for processing: The Commission presented this regulation (amending regulation 412/2008) as a result of the recent negotiations with Brazil, which will increase Brazil's quota allocation by 9 000t due to the accession of Romania and Bulgaria to the EU in 2007. It is proposed to split the amount into 7 000t for 'A' products and 2 000t for 'B' products. The final agreement is due to be signed off at the Farm Council on October 1.

Some concerns were raised by member states as there appeared to be some inconsistencies between the CN codes in the Council regulation and those in the draft Commission regulation. There were also some concerns over the fact that the draft Commission regulation is only valid until 2010, therefore, it was unclear whether the changes to the amounts in this regulation would still be valid after 2010. Another member state had officially requested that the 9 000t of new quota be split 50-50 between the 'A' and 'B' products. As unit C4 of DGAGRI is not leading on the negotiations with Brazil, it was agreed that the vote on this text would be postponed until the meeting on September 3, where DGAGRI will be able to provide member states with definitive answers to their queries.

Import tariff quotas for high-quality fresh, chilled and frozen beef and frozen buffalo meat: (Amending regulation 810/2008.) There were similar concerns with this document as with the quota for Brazilian beef for processing. The Commission agreed to check member states' concerns with their colleagues and re-circulate the documents at the next committee meeting on September 3.

Import tariff quota for frozen thin skirt (CN code 0206 29 91) and quotas for high-quality fresh, chilled and frozen beef and frozen buffalo meat: (Amending regulation 748/2008.) The Argentinian authorities had notified the Commission of a change to their licensing authorities. Therefore, the annexes to both regulations had been amended accordingly. The Regulation will apply retroactively from the date the original notification was received.

